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Ethical Sourcing

At Fibre by Auskin, ethical sourcing is deeply ingrained in the fabric of 
our company. We consider it fundamental to our business and it is as 
important to us as the exceptional quality of our beautiful products. As a 
global company, we understand that true beauty goes beyond aesthetics; 
it involves compassion and responsibility towards the environment and 
the welfare of animals. That's why we go above and beyond to ensure 
that every step of our supply chain reflects our genuine commitment to 
ethical practices.
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•	 New Zealand boasts a benign 
natural environment that lends 
itself perfectly to pastoral farming 
practices.  

•	 The country has implemented 
comprehensive regulations governing 
animal welfare, and the government 
takes active measures to enforce 
these regulations. 

•	 There is a genuine commitment to 
showcasing New Zealand meat as 
ethically sourced to international 
consumers. 

•	 New Zealand has a vibrant animal 
rights sector that contributes to 

upholding ethical standards and 
advocates for animal welfare. This 
active involvement illustrates the 
nation's genuine concern for the well-
being of animals. 

•	 New Zealand is the country that 
developed and encourages the 
practise of the Five Domains of 
animal welfare, which goes above 
the Five Freedoms of animal welfare. 
The two contain essentially the same 
elements, however, the Five Domains 
have greater focus on the mental 
state of an animal and acknowledges 
that welfare can be both positive and 
negative.

New Zealand Sheepskin:

A Reflection of
Responsible Practices
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The majority of our sheepskins come from the breathtaking landscapes of New Zealand, 

a country renowned for its commitment to ethical sourcing practices and reducing its 

carbon footprint. We are proud to source our sheepskins from this remarkable country, 

as it aligns perfectly with our values and the high standards we uphold.

 

The process of obtaining our sheepskins is carefully managed to maintain responsible 

pastoral farming practices. We do not select our sheepskins from the field; rather, all of 

our purchases are a by-product of the food industry, similar to the cowhide leather used 

in shoes, garments, and furniture. This means that the raw skins collected originate from 

farmers who raise sheep for meat rather than their skins. The value of the sheep lies in its 

meat, with only a small portion attributed to the sheepskin.

New Zealand’s Animal Welfare Act strictly prohibits mulesing. We will never purchase raw 

material that has been subjected to mulesing. New Zealand sheep farmers are regulated 

by strict environmental codes like the Asure Quality standard, which demonstrates 

leadership in animal welfare. We are proud to source our sheepskins from New Zealand 

due to a number of factors:
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New Zealand Sustainable Farming Practices: 

Caring for the Land
and the Animals

Robust Regulation:  

Protecting Animals in
New Zealand

/
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We are dedicated to working with farms that prioritise sustainable farming practices. 

These practices have been passed down through generations of woolgrowers, reflecting 

a deep understanding and respect for the land and the animals. In New Zealand, the 

agricultural industry follows the intuitive wisdom of their ancestors, ensuring that 

sheep are raised in an environment that allows them to thrive naturally.

 

One of the notable aspects of pastoral farming in New Zealand is that it avoids factory 

farming methods. The sheep enjoy a grass-fed diet and have the freedom to roam outside 

in their natural habitat throughout the year. This is made possible by the country's cool 

to warm temperate climate, which supports the sheep's well-being without the need for 

intensive chemical regimes or processed supplementary feeding. The result is sheep live 

in harmony with nature, providing us with sheepskins that embody the true essence of 

sustainability.

In New Zealand, stringent regulations are in place to protect the well-being of animals. 

The Animal Welfare Act of 1999, updated in 2015, sets clear expectations for the care and 

treatment of animals. This legislation outlines the responsibilities of animal owners and 

those in charge of animals, ensuring that their physical, health, and behavioural needs 

are met.

 

To support the Animal Welfare Act, New Zealand established specific regulations and 

animal welfare codes. These regulations leave no room for compromise, while the welfare 

codes establish minimum standards and promote best practices for animals. These codes 

play a crucial role in continuously improving animal welfare across the country, ensuring 

that animals are treated with the respect and compassion they deserve.

1 NUTRITION 1 From hunger and thirst

2 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 2 From discomfort

3 HEALTH 3 From pain, injury and disease

4 BEHAVIOURAL INTERACTIONS 4 To express normal behaviour

5 MENTAL STATE 5 From fear and distress

5 FREEDOMS5 DOMAINS
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Vibrant Animal Rights Sector: 

Advocating for Animals' 
Well-being

Government Oversight and Collaboration: 

Protecting Animals at
Every Step

Private Initiatives:

Raising Standards and 
Promoting Compliance

//
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New Zealand has a vibrant animal rights sector that passionately advocates for the welfare 

of animals. Animal rights organisations work tirelessly to hold corporations, farmers, and 

regulatory bodies accountable. Through their advocacy and campaigns, they contribute 

to the ongoing improvement of animal welfare standards and ensure that the ethical 

treatment of animals remains a priority for the industry.

We assure our customers that as sheepskin product manufacturers, our products are 

free from diseases such as BSE (Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy) and Scrapie. This 

assurance is grounded in our sourcing practices, as we obtain sheepskins from Australia 

and New Zealand, countries recognised by the World Organisation for Animal Health for 

their negligible BSE risk and Scrapie-free status. BSE is a disease that solely affects cattle 

(bovine), making it irrelevant and non-applicable to our sheepskin products. Additionally, 

Scrapie is a degenerative condition in old sheep, and our sourcing from Scrapie-free regions 

further ensures the safety and quality of our products. This commitment to sourcing 

from low-risk regions ensures that our products meet the highest standards of safety and 

quality, giving our customers peace of mind.

The Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI) in New Zealand is at the forefront of 

managing, facilitating, and enforcing animal welfare policies and practices. The MPI 

works in collaboration with two independent statutory bodies: the National Animal 

Welfare Advisory Committee and the National Animal Ethics Advisory Committee. These 

bodies provide valuable support and advice on animal welfare matters, ensuring that 

ethical standards are upheld throughout the industry. 

 

In addition to government oversight, MPI Verification Services plays a crucial role in 

ensuring animal welfare. They run an on-farm verification program, which acts as a third-

party certification process, providing assurance that farmers are meeting the animal 

welfare standards required by law. This program helps maintain transparency and 

accountability within the industry, safeguarding the well-being of animals.

Farmers must have the statutory MPI quality systems in place or they are unable to supply 

the abattoirs.

New Zealand's commitment to ethical sourcing goes beyond government regulations. 

Private initiatives and accreditation programs further raise the standards for animal 

welfare and promote compliance with ethical practices. These initiatives encourage 

continuous improvement and innovation, ensuring that the industry is always striving to 

do better for the animals.

New Zealand sheep and beef
farmers are well on the way
to being carbon neutral

Woody vegetation on NZ sheep and
beef farms is offse�ing between 63%
and 118% of their on-farm agricultural
emissions

NEUTRAL
CO2 63%

118 %

in absolute
greenhouse gas
emissions
since 1990

3o
%

REDUCTION

New Zealand Farms: 

Reducing their Eco Impact/
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Ensuring Quality 

Rigorous Standards of the 
NZ Farm Assurance Program 
(NZFAP) 

/

To explore New Zealand's National Farm Assurance Programme (NZFAP), a vertically 

integrated process spanning from farms to abattoirs and meat processors, visit: 

https://www.nzfap.com/ 

 

The website showcases accredited suppliers, including all of Fibre by Auskin’s abattoir 

partners and identifies the auditing company overseeing farms and abattoirs. These active 

participants represent over 95% of New Zealand's beef, sheep, deer and wool production, 

collaborating with farmer suppliers to ensure NZFAP-certified stock. 

Around 90% of the farms providing stock to our abattoirs boast accreditation under 

the NZ Farm Assurance Programme (NZFAP), underscoring Fibre’s dedication to top-

tier standards. Abattoirs incentivise participation in NZFAP by offering premium rates 

to accredited farmers, fostering a culture of quality throughout the supply chain. Upon 

arrival at the abattoirs, every sheep undergoes thorough examination by onsite vets, 

ensuring the highest welfare standards. 

Any discrepancies, like injuries or pregnancies, trigger fines and prompt investigations by 

MPI, ensuring accountability and responsibility across farms. Truck drivers also face fines 

if they accept unfit stock upon delivery. 

The NZ Farm Assured Audit, a separate, more comprehensive system, delves into all farm 

activities, exceeding MPI standards to ensure complete compliance. Even with NZFAP 

accreditation, farms undergo separate, rigorous inspections and audits by MPI. These 

practices by the majority of farms that Fibre by Auskin buy from in NZ, reaffirm our 

unwavering commitment to quality assurance and ethical sourcing.

An example of a NZ Farm Assured certificate from a farm

that supplies one of our partners.

Certification
This is to certify that:

SA and EH King

371 Sunflower Road

Balclutha

has been independently audited and certified

by QCONZ and found to meet the requirements of: 

New Zealand Farm Assurance Programme (NZFAP)

NZFAP Version:

Date of Expiration:

Certificate Date:

Audit Date:

NZFAP Assurance Code: FA15496

12/02/2024

12/02/2027

Certificate Number:

Date of Re-certification:

Craig Allen

GM Certification

889458

13/01/2027

9/02/2024

V6-2024
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Australian Sheepskin: 

A Partner in 
Ethical Sourcing

Australia’s Sustainability Goals:   

Leaving a Softer 
Environmental Footprint

/ /

At Fibre by Auskin, we also work closely with Australian suppliers who share our 
commitment to animal welfare and ethical sourcing practices. Australian sheep are 
known for their high-quality wool, and we are proud to collaborate with farmers who 
prioritise the welfare of their animals. 
 
Similar to New Zealand, Australia has robust regulations in place to ensure the well-
being of animals. The industry adheres to strict welfare guidelines and embraces the 
Five Domains model, which focuses on ensuring that animals experience good nutrition, 
physical and thermal comfort, mental well-being, and the ability to express natural 
behaviours.

Our Australian partners have set ambitious sustainability goals, aiming to reduce 

emissions and achieve zero food waste to landfill. They are actively working towards 

surpassing net zero emissions by 2050. This commitment to sustainability extends 

beyond animal welfare and encompasses environmental stewardship.

 

Through circular thinking and collaboration across the value chain, our Australian 

partners are driving positive change. They are continuously exploring innovative solutions 

to minimise the environmental impact of their operations, ensuring that their practices 

align with our shared goal of leaving a softer environmental footprint.

Sheepskin Faux Fur
Renewable and sustainable resource Derived from synthetic materials
Biodegradable Slow decomposition
Comfort and durability Microplastic pollution from recycling
Hypoallergenic Limited durability

Environmentally-friendly drying Potential environmental impact during production
By-product of the food industry

California (USA) recently banned the 
sale and manufacture of fur. This law 
specifically excludes sheepskin and 
cowhide from the legislation. The ban 
states that "Fur product" does not include 
deerskin, cowhide, sheepskin, or goatskin 
with hair attached. Sheepskin, being 
tanned wool on leather, is not considered 
fur under the California Fur Ban. Animals 
farmed solely for their fur, like sable, mink, 
and chinchilla, are banned. 
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Choose Fibre by Auskin:   

Trust in Ethical Sourcing/

When you choose Fibre by Auskin, you can trust that every sheepskin we offer is 

sourced with the utmost care and consideration for animal welfare. Our commitment 

to ethical sourcing is genuine and authentic. We strive to ensure that our products, not 

only provide comfort and beauty, but also reflect our dedication to sustainability and 

compassion for animals.

When you purchase a Fibre by Auskin product, you can trust that it has been sourced 

ethically and created for you with a conscious respect for animal welfare.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OUR 
SUSTAINABILITY JOURNEY VISIT:

https://fibrebyauskin.com/sustainability 
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Ethically Sourced,

Sustainably Produced,
Family Safe.

A0186-2

 www.fibrebyauskin.com

Australia
salesaustralia@auskin.com

Tel +61 7 5592 4785

Europe 
saleseurope@auskin.com

Tel +49 4431 70940

New Zealand
salesnz@auskin.com 

Tel +64 3 337 1731

USA
salesusa@auskin.com 

Tel +1 303 420 9139
Toll Free:   888 528 7546 (US only)

www.fibrebyauskin.com
mailto:salesaustralia@auskin.com

mailto:saleseurope@auskin.com

mailto:salesnz@auskin.com 

mailto:salesusa@auskin.com 

https://www.instagram.com/fibrebyauskinaustralia/
https://www.instagram.com/fibrebyauskineurope/
https://www.instagram.com/fibrebyauskinusa/
https://www.instagram.com/fibrebyauskinnz/
https://www.facebook.com/fibrebyauskinaustralia/
https://www.facebook.com/auskineurope/
https://www.facebook.com/fibrebyauskinusa
https://www.facebook.com/fibrebyauskinnz/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fibre-by-auskin/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fibre-by-auskin/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fibre-by-auskin/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fibre-by-auskin/

